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Peaks lsland 
NVYvsletter of the ls lands Servu:e r\genctes 8t other Comrnunltl:3 News 
I December 2012 Vol urne 3 2 Issue 12 I 
Peaks Island Music Association 's Annual 
Holiday Concert 
December 9, 2012 
3:00 & 7:30 pm 
Co-sponsored by Brackett Memorial Church 
The Peaks Island Music Association is excited to invite you to the 26th Annual Holiday 
Concert, December 9th at Brackett United Methodist Church, 3:00 pm and 7:30 pm 
(PLEASE note: times are different than in past years). 
We are pleased to bring you a new and exciting edition of this much loved Peaks Island 
custom. Please come and bring your family and friends for a wonderful celebration of 
community during the holidays. We'll have some unexpected and fun things happening 
alongside some familiar favorite activities. 
Respecting different traditions - for young and old alike - come share the season with 
us! $5.00 at the door to support our annual music scholarship. Help us fill the house 
with joyful noise! FMI : 766-5763 
SENIOR LUNCHEON NEWS 
It's tim1; for o~ r Hofafay PothJ.ck LiuH.~h,em:n!! On lV.frmday, Dec:ember Hf\ ""¥Ye 
wm he dinirng on roast. tnr k.ey, com;p1jmimts of the Peaks Isll2rnd Lions Ch1b. 
Come join ns at th:e Fay G:a:rmrrn H-ous~ at noon. Pliase b:ring sM:e dj:sh:es or 
desserts to go wHb foz turkey. AD s~niors ar:e w~ltvm:~! 
Peaks Island Elementary School 
November has been an exciting and active month for our school community. We started with our 
orienteering event on the 4th . It was a gorgeous day and we had a great turnout! Funded by a grant 
from the Peaks Island Fund, the project taught students about reading maps, using a compass, 
developing and strengthening agility and developing work habits such as perseverance, self-
confidence, self-awareness and problem-solving. At the orienteering event, they demonstrated their 
knowledge to families and friends. 
On the 15th we enjoyed our traditional Thanksgiving turkey school lunch. We always invite families 
and alumni to join us; our cafeteria was filled! The food was great.. . and the company even better! 
During the week before the Thanksgiving break we held our fall Parent Conferences. What a 
pleasure it is to highlight and brag about our students' various accomplishments! We always have 
100% attendance, so we send a hearty Thank You to our parents for their commitment and 
support! 
American Legion Auxiliary News 
It's hat raffle time again!!!!! Watch for the Elf downfront December 1 and 2. Proceeds go to 
scholarship fund and other service projects. 
SO--------------Who makes the best "chowda" on this island? You can help decide at our famous 
Chowder Contest, Saturday, January 19, 5 PM until all chowder is consumed, at the Le~on. 
Cost: $7.50. Want to enter your chowder????? Contact Lisa or Ellen at the Cafe, 766-2600. 
PEAKS ISLAND CHILDREN'S WORKSHOP: 71 Herman Avenue: 766-2854 www.oicw.org 
~ 
·:--;--
The PICW will be closed for the HOLIDAY BREAK from 
Monday, December 24th - Tuesday, January 2nd, 2013 
We will reopen Wednesday, January 3rd at 8: 00 AM 
Our INFANT, TODDLER and PRE-SCHOOL PROGRAMS are FULL, but we are accepting 
applications for our WAITING LIST. 
There are still a FEW OPENINGS for our AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM! 
call for details, or to fill out an application 
A BIG SHOUT OUT to all who came to help with the AN NUAL FALL CLEAN-UP! 
Todd Remage-Healey built us a beautiful new INFANT PLAYGROUND FENCE 
out of material donated by the community. 
The Board of the PICW is always open to suggestions and communication from the community. 
Please contact us through Board Chair, Christina Foster, at 221-3445 or cmfisc@hotmail.com. 
'· 
Home Start News 
Although Peaks Island was largely unaffected by late-in-the-season Hurricane Sandy, that was the day 
the first modules for two new homes on Luther Street were scheduled to arrive. One week later, on 
November 5, 2012, a sunny, windy, crisp, 40-degree day, the first three modules arrived via the Lionel 
Plante barge at the City Point boat landing. The barge brought one module per trip, with the boat trips 
planned according to the tide. In the next few days, the first of two new, energy-efficient, 3-bedroom, 2-
bath, 1200 square feet homes was erected at 18 Luther Street. Before Thanksgiving, the process was 
repeated with the second home. With great skill, the crane operator placed each module within inches of 
existing trees, and other crew members from Hallmark Homes of Topsham, Maine, guided and 
measured before the final placement of each module. 
The plans for these two new homes were first shown to the Peaks Island community in January 2010. 
Designed by Kaplan Thompson Architects of Portland, Maine, they were built by the modular home 
builder, Keiser Homes, of Oxford, Maine. \Vhen the modules arrived on Peaks Island, the interiors were 
already completely finished with kitchen cabinets, bathroom fixtures, windows and doors installed, 
walls painted, and the exterior finished, too, except for final details. Their design is shown on the Keiser 
Homes website, under Modular Zero, the name of its energy efficient line of new homes, and is named 
Peaks (see www.keisermaine.com/homes/models/). 
Volunteers of America (VOA), the same organization that developed, owns, and manages the Faye 
Garman House, the 12-unit senior housing apartment building on Central A venue, owns and will 
manage these energy-efficient homes. These new homes are neighbors of Home Start's existing 
affordable-rental property at 18 Luther Street. They will be rented to income-qualified families and will 
remain forever affordable through deed restrictions. 
Following a rental period, they can be sold to income-eligible families. The deed restrictions for 
affordability are in perpetuity and must be followed if the owners decide to sell at a future date. 
Home Start wishes to thank the Peaks Island community for its suppo1i prior to and during the erection 
of these new homes. VOA will hold an Open House for the entire Peaks Island community when the 
final work is completed on these homes. Stay tuned! 
FIFTH MAINE REGIMENT MUSEUM 
P.O. Box 41 
Peaks Island, Maine 04108 
(207) 766-3330 · fifthmaine@juno.com 
As part of the national Sesquicentennial Commemoration of the Civil War, the Fifth Maine is leading the 
charge to create the Maine Civil War Trail. This project is a collaborat ion of 23 sites around the state that 
wilJ be offering Civil War themed exhibits and related activities during 1213. The purpose is to bring to 
light Maine's largely forgotten role in this watershed event. Topics include everything from the 
homefront, participation of women and children, shipbuilding and the Navy, to draft riots. More 
information may be found at www.mainecivilwartrail.org. A printed guide is also being developed and 
will soon be available. The Trail is underwritten by grants from the Maine Community Foundation and 
the Davis Family Foundation along with many private donations. 
Although the Hall is closed for the winter, our museum shop is always open. Look for our table at the 
Jungle Bell Fair on December 8 or call Kim at 766-5514. We may have just the right items for your 
holiday giving. We wish all of our friends and neighbors on the island and beyond a joyous holiday 
season. 
Brackett Nlemorial United Nlethodist Church 
Open Hearts, Open Doors, Open Minds 
We are a Welcoming, Inclusive, Reconciling Congregation 
9 Church Street, Peaks Island, Maine. 
Pastor: Rev. Angela Tarbox; 207-766-5013 ; Admin.Asst. Mavoumeen Thompson 
www .brackettmumc.org 
Worship 
Sunday Morning ·w orship with our pastor, Reverend Angela Tarbox, 10a. All children are invited to join us in 
worship. Worship is followed by an informal fellowship gathering in the church hall. 
Meetings and Activities 
Scripture Study Tuesdays, 8:30-lOa. Call Beth Childs at 766-243 1 for info re place. All are welcome! 
Prayer Shawl Ministry Tuesdays, 12:30-2:30p at the parsonage. All are welcome! 
Happy Birthday, Jesus Potluck and Family Night Satuday, December 15, 5-8p. 
Christmas Eve Concert Monday, December 24, 7-8p. 
Santa Lucia Pageant Saturday, December 1, 5:30p. 
Christmas Fair Saturday, December 8, 10-2p. 
Peaks Island Music Association Sunday, December 9, 3:00 and 7:30p. 
Mission 
Peaks Island Food Pantry at Brackett Church Mondays, 3:30-5p; Thursdays, 9:30-ll a. 
Youth Programs After-School for grades 4-7, Mondays and Thursdays, 2:30-6p. Tweens every other Friday, 
Dec. 14 & 28, 6:30-9p. Check the church website/office for possible changes due to school vacation. 
Girl Scouts Tuesdays, 3:45-5: 15p., every other Tuesday, December 4 &18. Call Diane Ricciotti (766-5183) for 
info . 
Children's Choir will be singing in the Brackett Christmas Eve Concert. Rehearsals for children are 
December 8 & 22, 9:20- lOa. Check with church office re Advent wreath-making. 
St. Christopher's Catholic Church 
Rector: Father Louis Phillips 773-7746 
Sunday Mass Schedule: Regular Sunday Mass at 10 AM followed by 
fellowship in the Parish House. All are invited and details are on-line 
at www.cluster21portland.org. 
Information: Baptism, Reconciliation & Marriage: Call Father Lou. 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception: All are invited to Mass on 
Saturday, December 8th at 9 AM. 
Christmas Dav Mass: Welcome to Mass on Tuesday, December 25th 
at 10AM. 
### 
Peaks Island Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
News reports of the issues fa ced by victims of Hurricane Sandy remind all of us to stock up with food and 
water for at least t hree days. Also, check fire and carbon monoxide alarm detectors and replace those old 
batteries. CERT is in need of more volunteers! For information, call Albert Bleau, 766-0007. 
DEADLINE FOR NEXT MONTH'S STAR: Tuesday, December 25, by 6 pm. Bring articles, copy read y, to the 
library. You may put them und er the door or in the Book Return wher:i the library is closed. Since the 25
th 
is Christmas, you may want to get your articles in early. Th anks to all for your coopera tion. 
.. 
News from Peaks Island Land Preserve 
The Peaks Island Land Preserve welcomes t\vo new board members: returning founding 
member John Whitman and trail steward Steve Bushey. Other board members are Curtis 
Rindlaub (President, 766-2337), Johan Erikson, Gany Fox, John Freeman, Kim Norton, and 
Robert VanDerSteenhoven. 
The Land Preserve continues to strnggle with the problem of illegal dumping---mostly of organic 
matter---in and around Battery Steele. Not only are the piles unsightly, they retard the growth of 
the local plants, present fire dangers, and are a big job to remove. In addition, the Trout Pond 
trail leading to the Battery from the back shore is being regularly used as an outhouse, creating a 
most unpleasant job for our steward. Please help us by letting us know if you see anyone taking 
advantage of your open space in these ways. 
If you are interested in working with PILP either as a board member or as a volunteer, or if you 
have questions, concerns, or ideas about the acquisition and stewardship of open space properties 
on ··· the island, please contact one of us, visit our website at www.preservepeaks.org, or friend 
us on Facebook. 
December at the Peaks Island Branch Library 
in the Community Building 766-5540 email peaks@portland.lib.me.us 
Hours Open: Tues 2-8 Wed 10-4 Fri 10-2 Sat 8-12 
First Tuesdays Book Discussion will meet at 7 pm on December 4 to discuss Ahab's Wife by 
Sena Jeter Naslund. The Widmv Spy by Martha Peterson is the book for January 8. Although that 
book does not show up in the library catalog, the Friends have bought copies for you to borrow. 
They are here at the branch. Just come in, phone or email us if you would like one. 
Many thanks to Paul Conley, who has been Coordinator for the Saturday Night movies for 
several years. He has done a wonderful job of keeping it all going, overcoming any technical or 
staffing glitches that have come up. He is working now with Jean Martens, who will take over the 
Coordinator role in January. The Film Committee is in need of volunteers willing to serve as 
substitutes when the regular projectionists are unable to show their movies . Most times it would be 
for either the 6 pm movie or the 8 pm movie. Movies have been shown regularly since September 
2000. That's quite a nm! If you like movies and want to provide this ente1iainment for your 
community, please consider volunteering. You can email Jean at jeanbermanmartens(a)gmail.com 
or phone her at (207) 838-9000. 
PreSchool Story Time is on Fridays at 10: 15 am. All children and their caretakers are welcome . 
. Museum Passes: The library has passes to the Children's Museum and the Portland Museum of 
Art. The art museum pass covers admission for two adults and up to six children; the Children's 
Museum pass is for half off. The Art Museum has a special Winslow Homer exhibit to celebrate 
the opening of the newly renovated Winslow Homer Studio at Prouts Neck. Weatherbeaten: 
Winslow Homer and Alaine showcases 38 masterpieces that Homer (1836-1910) created during the 
final decades of his life, when he lived and worked in Maine. For that sho\.v, there is a $5 charge in 
addition to museum admission, which would be free with the pass. 
DECElVIBER ACTIVITIES on PEAKS ISLAND 
Sponsored by Portland Recreation and Facilities Management 
To reserve space in the community building, you must contact De n.ise at least two days in advance. Please plan ahead as Denise 
works just part-time on the is land - Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays. Best way to contact Denise is via email at 
<.l lm@ port landmai ne.rwv or you may leave a message (766-2970). Please check Denise's bulletin board for her schedule. 
COMMUNITY TREE LIGHTING-SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1 4:00- 5:00 pm "Living Tree" down front 
Everyone invited to attend this annual event; refreshments after tree lighting at Peaks Cafe. Donations accepted for Food Pantry. 
1s t MONDAY FUN - PRESCHOOLERS/ADULTS 
Monday. December 3 11am to 12 pm (com. rm.) 
Bring yo ur little ones for crafts, music and fun. Pre-registra-
tion not required. Drop in any time from 11am to 12 noon 
GARDEN SEIUES with JUSTIN PAL.MER 
Mondav, December 3 1:00- 2:00 pm (com. room) 
Join Master Gardener Justin Palmer as we discuss a variety 
of garden topics such as FORCING BULBS. All welcome! 
Co-sponsored by Portland Recreation and PI Com. Garden. 
WEEKLY THURSDAY GET-TOG ETHERS: 
KNIT, CHAT and BYO LUNCH 
Thursdays. December 6. 13, 20. 27 10:45am-12:45pm 
Stop by the com. room be tween 10:45am and 12:45pm to 
kn.it or crochet hats/scarves for charity. All are invited! 
Materials available. Yarn donations always needed. 
NATIONAL LETTER WRITING DAY 
Fridav. December 7 11 :30 - 2:00 pm (com. room) 
Stop by anytime to write holiday notes and other "old-
fashion" letters. Le t's think about having Pen Pals in 201 3. 
BINGO: Prizes to include "white elephant" & new 
Thursday. December 13 1:00 - 2:00 pm (com. room) 
Don ' t let the holidays get the best of you. Come laugh, play 
BINGO and "enjoy" the variety of prizes available ! 
SHOPPING in SACO-Renys and Tran's Produce 
Fridav. Dec. 14 10 am boat/no later than 4:30pm return 
Look for bargains at Renys, get fresh fruits/veggies at 
Tran's. Lunch available right next lo Renys. Van fee is $4 
CIRQUE du SOLEIL NOUVELLE EXPERIENCE 
Monday. December 17 1 :00 - 2:30 pm (com. rm) 
This Cirque du Soleil performance will thrill you with such 
acts as contortion, tightrope, trampoline, trapeze and more. 
DISPLAYING HATS/SCARVES FOR CHARITY 
Friday. December 28 l l: 30am-2:30 pm (com. rm) 
See the beautiful hats & scarves the islanders (& friends) 
have made this year. More than 200 items will be donated . 
AJI are welcome; help needed on Thurs. , Dec. 27 to set up. 
NEW YEAR'S EVE DAYTIME CELEBRATION 
Monday. Dec. 31 between 10:45 am - 12: 15pm (com. rm.) 
Come say "goodbye" to 2012 & welcome 2013! Bring 
ideas for new activities; see pictures of past programs. 
On-going exercise programs for Adults 
Walkin!r Program: 
Mondays and Thursd ays - meet at 8:30 in the com. rm. 
Low-Impact Aerobics w/ Weights: 
Mondays and Thursdays - 9:30 tol0:30 am (com. rm.) 
Ping Pong (in corrununity room) : 
Tuesdays at 2:00 pm AND Wednesdays at 10:00 am 
Adult Basketball ($2 pp/per night): 
,,,,, Tuesday evenings - 6:00 to 8:00 pm at PI School Gym 
~ ,,,,., ,;,; .;>,<' 
' . ffl Saturday Night Movies in December~ 
Free in the Community Room - Sponsored by the Friends of the Peaks Island Library 
Two of these movies were advertised in recent months but because of log istical difficulties, substitute film s were shown. Because of its 
length, half of Anchors Aweigh will be shown this month and half next month. 
[Dec 6 PM Dec 8 PM 
1 Kiki 's Delive,y Service (1989) G, 103 min 1 Holiday Inn (1942) NR, IO 1 min 
8 A Christmas Story (1983) PG, 83 min 8 
Anchors Aweigh (First Half) ( 1945) 
NR, 75 min 
15 The Odd Life a/ Timothy Green (2012) PG, 105 min 15 White Christmas (1954) NR, 120 min 
22 Brave (2012) PG, 93 min 22 Swing Time (1936) NR, 104 min 
29 lvfonsters, Inc. (2001) G, 92 min 29 
0 Brother Where Art Thou?(2000) PG- 13, 
107 min 
Children must be accompanied by an adult. 
